I bringing the case again before the public. It has at last terminated in a manner which crowns the whole proceedings, s by an execution being issued by the company against the i plaintiffs for their costs in defending this action, and by my having had an execution put into my house, and my goods l and chattels virtually seized in payment of my share of the company's costs, amounting to &pound;99 14s., which I have actually paid. I think it, therefore, only fair that both the medical profession and the public, whom I consider vitally interested by the decision upon this important case, should be made acquainted with their relative positions. As the decision upon this case clearly shows that the company are not bound to provide medical assistance to a passenger in case of accident upon their line, and that the servants of the company have no authority to call in medical assistance; and should they so far overstep their authority as to call in medical assistance, that the company are not bound to pay the medical practitioner; and the only person whom the doctor has to look to for payment is the party injured, and in the event of that person being too poor to pay, the only chance he has of being remunerated for his services, is by the party injured bringing an action against the company; and should they succeed in recovering compensation for the injury, still it remains to the honour of the party injured whether they will pay the doctor, as it is now quite clear that he has not any claim against the company. I should like to know what medical man, under such circumstances, (unless he is fully assured of the respectability of the party injured,) will volunteer his services to take charge of a railway accident, and run the risk of having a very severe and dangerous case under his hands for two or three months, probably at the distance of some three or four miles from his residence. Since this case has been before the public I have repeatedly asked several of the porters at the different stations, as likewise several of the guards belonging to the Midland Company, what they would do in case of accident, and the answer that I have invariably received has been, that they did not know what to do; that they should do nothing, but should leave the parties injured to their fate. It appears to me a very hard case that three humble individuals, suing a great and powerful company for what was fairly and justly due to them for services rendered to a poor unfortunate individual, who had met with a most serious and dangerous accident upon this line of railway, and whose life must have fallen a sacrifice, except for the most prompt and efficient medical assistance having been rendered to him, and which accident was clearly shown to have arisen from the carelessness of the company's servants, should not only be deprived of what was justly due to them, but likewise be called upon to pay the costs of the company in defending this action; more especially, when it is taken into account that this case ultimately terminated in favour of the railway, upon a point of law which I believe had never before been mooted since the introduction of railways,-viz., the non-liability or non-responsibility of railway companies for orders actually iven bv the servants of the comnanv.&mdash;I am. Sir. vours. &c. J. DAVIES, M.D.
REWARDS TO THE CHOLERA DOCTORS AT HULL.
To the Editor of THE LANCET. SIR,&mdash;Notwithstanding the number of communications you have received from Hull, relative to the late epidemic, I imagine that any information connected therewith, however slight, will not be without interest for you; and as I am in a position to make you acquainted with the proceedings of a class of subordinate, but yet not unimportant, actors in this unfortunate tragedy, I beg to transmit them. At the outbreak of the cholera, and when the guardians were compelled, by the orders of the Board of Health, to appoint house-inspectors, I happened to be in Hull, and being ' , anxious to embrace such an opportunity of acquiring professional knowledge, I offered myself as one, and was appointed, not knowing at the time, and caring very little, what the remuneration was to be. This appointment took place on Saturday the l5th of September; and, along with my colleagues I was directed to commence operations at once, by proceeding to the dispensary, to prepare a stock of medicines to take with me on my round of inspection. It was understood that we were to work from nine A.M. till six P.m., with an hour's interval for dinner. Nothing was said as to whether we should work on the Sundays. Early next morning a message was sent to each of us that we need not work that day, (Sunday,) but were to begin the following morning. Accordingly, the text morning we commenced; and before the end of the week so virulent had the disease become, that we could not hesitate Lo employ ourselves actively all the day on Sunday as well as luring the week. At this time my proceedings were as follows : Before nine o'clock I hnd commenced my round of inspection, proceeding into all the filthy and obscure nooks, haunted by the most abject poverty which my district contained. Giving the medicines which I carried with me to all cases of diarrhoea and cholera, preparatory to handing these latter over to the district surgeons; ordering whitewashing to such hovels as required: for this purpose a staff of servants was maintained by the Board of Guardians, (by Dr. Sutherland's directions,) and the inmates were in the meantime sent to the house of refuge provided for the purpose. I also inspected and reported all nuisances in the district, and thus occupied myself till six P.M., at which time I proceeded to the dispensary to meet Dr. Ayre and the rest of the staff, give in my report, and prepare medicines for the following day. These usually detained me till about eight or nine P.M., when I returned home, tired enough, as you may suppose. I say this was my regular course of proceeding during the greater part of the time the epidemic was prevalent; but this was not all, for the poor of my district soon discovered my residence, and I constantly received calls as early as six A.M., (with which I cheerfully complied, knowing the necessity of promptness in meeting every stage of this fearful malady,) and also found similar requests waiting for me on my return home in the evening, so that, in fact, I was often engaged from six A.Thr. till ten P.ThI:., with brief intervals for refreshment. This, I have no doubt, is a fair specimen of the way in which the whole of the medical staff performed their several duties, and am not aware that we have any lack of either zeal or industry with which to charge ourselves. With the effects of our exertions Dr.
Ayres' report will have made you conversant.
From that report you will see that we attended 1430 cases of diarrhoea, and the district surgeon 608, and at the dispensaries 868; yet, notwithstanding this number, 2906, only six deaths occurred. From the time of our getting thoroughly at work, the number of deaths, which had been steadily increasing, as steadily decreased; and I think it is not presumptuous to place this fact in connexion with the exertions of the medical staff. My number of diarrhoea, patients (attended not discovered) varied from twenty-five-to fifty per diem during the greater part of the time. It is probable that few of these would otherwise have received medical attendance, and, consequently, the greater part, in all probability, ran into cholera.
I have said that on our engagement we thought little of pecuniary remuneration, looking to gain of professional experience as our chief reward; nevertheless, when we were offered two guineas per week, this was such a manifest undervaluing of our services, that we determined unanimously to resign, unless they paid us three guineas ; and on representing to Dr. Sutherland that we considered the former sum too little, he agreed with us, and promised to recommend the board to pay us three guineas. The Sculcoates' guardians could not meet with any townsmen to accept the office of inspectors in their union, and therefore were compelled to send to Glasgow for eight gentlemen, to whom they paid six guineas per week. You are aware, Sir, that during the epidemic, two of these gentlemen fell victims to its ravages, produced by the zeal with which they discharged their painful duties. The other six immediately resigned their offices, and fled the town the same day for Leith. What effect had this on us? 2 Did the fear caused by the fate of these gentlemen induce us to desert our posts ? Or the greater pay given by the more liberal Sculcoates' board, to change the service of the Hull for that of the Sculcoates' board, or insist on similar remuneration ? Nothing of the kind. We were bound by no written agreement-no time for which our services would be required had been mentioned, but we considered that we were in honour bound to continue in the discharge of our duties as if no such contingency had arisen, and we acted accordingly. Two or three weeks later, when the epidemic had subsided considerably, three of our number were discharged, and the other three continued (as the duties were now much lighter) at Xl 1 Os. per week. The governor got leave from the Board of Health to take this step on Thursday, October 11, and that same night he put it in force. We agreed at the time to start from that night at half-pay, although we had not completed our week, knowing that we were legally entitled to a full week's pay; but when Mr. Barrick attempted to deprive us of a day, we determined to retaliate, and get the full week's pay if possible. We represented to him that we were engaged by the week, and --therefore ought not to be discharged without a moment's notice, unless paid a full week's salary. He, however, refused in a most overbearing manner. We immediately determined to make public the manner in which our services were requited, and to summon them to the County Court, although we were aware that the law would be against us, from our agreeing to accept pay for five days at three guineas, which we certainly should have done, had not the governor attempted to prove that we were entitled to only four days.
We accordingly proceeded into court, and although we lost our case, yet gained what we wanted-namely, publicity. The judge, in giving his verdict, said, " It is evident that the defendants are resolved to pay no more than in the strict letter of the law they are justified in doing;" and he refused them their costs. On the defendant's attorney pleading that on the first day-viz., the Saturday on which we were engaged at the dispensary preparing the medicines, we were not engaged in the discharge of our duties, but merely, as it were, sharpening our tools, the judge remarked, that theirs were at least sharp enough. SIR,&mdash;I am glad to perceive that the question of rewards to the medical men who have so recently risked their lives in the service of their poor fellow-men has begun to receive public attention, and your advocacy of their claims will still further increase that debt of gratitude which the profession will ever be owingforyour unflinching maintenance of their rights. I much fear that your strictures upon the conduct of the boards of guardians at Preston and Kelso would apply to a great many other boards, and that, were the truth known, a record of the instances in which any acknowledgment of the late eminent services of the medical profession would occupy, alas! but a very small space of your valuable columns. Such record would, however, tend to show that the profession generally is not unmindful of generosity towards their brethren, and, at the same time, it might serve as an incentive to a like recognition of the services of medical men by those boards of guardians, and other public bodies, who have in the late direful visitation had occasion for their never-backward assistance.
To procure such a record, I would suggest, Mr. Editor, that you apply,'through the medium of your widely-read pages, to the different medical officers in cholera districts for a statement of the remuneration which the regular and supernumerary officers under boards of guardians, and other public bodies, may have received for their services; and to this appeal the profession cannot but most heartily respond. The result will show how far boards of guardians and others participate in those feelings of gratitude which is apparently felt by the country at large to medical men for their arduous, and, I too greatly fear, almost unrequited services. I am, Sir, your obedient servant, NEMO. '* We believe, that the best course for the cholera doctors to take will be for them to prepare statements, containing a full description of the services they performed during the prevalence of the late epidemic. Such statements should show the number of patients who were attended, the number of deaths and recoveries, the number of visits made, the number of miles travelled, and the time, as far as can be ascertained, actually occupied in discharge of professional duty. On the meeting of Parliament, a motion might be made in the House of Commons, with a view to procure a " return" of the " statements" before the legislature.&mdash;ED. L.
WHAT HAVE BEEN THE REWARDS OF THE ASSISTANTS TO CHOLERA DOCTORS?
To the Editor of THE LANCET. SIR,&mdash;The question has been asked in THE LANCET-In what manner have the parish surgeons been rewarded for their exertions during the late epidemic ? I now beg to ask you-Are you aware of the manner in which many of these surgeons employed the money received by them from the board of guardians for payment of the extra medical assistants engaged by the order of the board? In Lambeth, the guardians authorized the medical officers to engage the services of two qualified. medical men, to assist in taking charge of the cholera patients, and allowed, as I was infcrmed, X4 4s. perweek for each person.
I was engaged as an extra assistant by one of the medical officers, who informed me he was empowered by the board to give me a salary of X2 per week: the same officer engaged a gentleman at 30s. per week, without maintenance, who was in a very infirm state of health, and incapable of taking an active part in visiting the patients, and this pittance he continued to receive for twelve weeks, the officer himself, I believe, drawing the weekly salary of &pound;4 4a.
This discreditable system of cribbing a part of the salary paid by the guardians for the assistant, has, I believe, been very general in London, and is unpardonable in Lambeth, where the guardians have acted with great liberality to the ordinary staff of medical officers. The board of guardians give me no redress, as they can only say they have paid the money to the medical officer, and I can only seek a remedy in a court of law; but I very much doubt whether the poor-law commissioner would approve of these proceedings, and whether he will permit the audit of the accounts, in which large sums have been charged by the medical officers for assistance,. which they really did not pay.
I 2ndly. That whatever.question may be raised against the use of calomel, or against the comparison made between the success. under its treatment in collapse, and that of stimulants and opium, none can be advanced against the results of it in the cholera diarrhoea, seeing that only six deaths occurred under its use, whilst 164 occurred under other treatment, and when the numbers coming under such treatment were so greatly below those my colleagues had to attend.
3rdly. That no just conclusion or rightestimatecan be arrived at regarding the success of the treatment by calomel, of cholera in this town, from the number of patients who, after being treated by opiates and stimulants, were abandoned, when dying, to the medical staff, who were compelled to receive them and make a return to the registrar of their death. 4thly. To this cause for swelling up the list of their fatal cases, was added the dependence which the poor placed in the nostrums sold by the druggists, and which not only wrought evil by the delay, but also by the positive injury which they caused from the opium and other stimulants contained in them, and which, however, would be of no disservice to those practitioners who followed that practice.
5thly. But beside these causes, there were added the strong prejudice raised in the mind of the poor against calomel as recognised in the small pills, from Dr. Horuer having announced in one of our weekly papers, that those who gave that drug were accessory to the death of their patients. Many patients,. therefore, took the medicine negligently, or refused it altogether, and yet whose deaths it fell to my colleagues to report.
6thly. When, to these several reasons for our serious mortality I give the terrific and unparalleled malignancy of the disease, it may well be understood whence it arose; and yourcorrespondent but ill considered the duty he had to perform, when he set himself to deny the use of calomel in cholera; and if he forebore to use it in the stage of collapse, from an opinion adopted from his " thundering" authority,. Dr. Hughes, that nothing can avail in it, he is not more to be pitied than to be blamed; for he used that medicine most freely in the diarrhoea of the disease, even to producing salivation; and in withholding its use in the advanced stage of the disease, and using it in its mildest, was, to say the
